Abercrombfejs Poems

ill.    Ceremonial Ode

As a writer of Odes, Abercromble follows the irregular
Pindaric type. His "Ceremonial Ode" intended for the Uni-
versity belongs to that type. It has a lofty message to give.
A University should enable its students to hold their minds
high without entangling themselves in the labyrinths of earthly
interests. It should give them an opportunity to live constantly
in the wide and free atmosphere of ^Eternity*. It is here that
Abercrombie gives the true contrast between the eternity of
man's creative spirit and war.1 He defines the true function of
a University to be

*4to build exultingly

High, and yet more high,

The knowledgeable towers above base wars."2

iv.    All Last Night

This is a fine lyrical poem of four stanzas. It deals with
the dream of a lover. His lady-love puts her arm round his
neck and she becomes his Sabbath. He feels the warmth of
his dream and enjoys the fragrance of her hair or the rose in it.
He thinks her hair is like woodruffe :

"Her hair, I think; for likest

Woodruffe 'twas, when Spring

Loitering down wet woodways

Treads it sauntering'*%

Yes, it is a happy time for the lover. There is no light and
no speech, but the warmth of her arm round his neck and the
fragrance of her hair about him. His ecstacy is in her warmth
and in silence.

v.    December 31st

This short poem of two stanzas is conceived by the poet in
one of Ms fanciful moods. He is already vexed with the cruelty

harlotry in the world. So, just before the dawn of a New
Year, the poet imagines that the devil is swinking or toiling in

1 A, Chakravarthi, Tire ftyiasts md Pa$t~ww Age Poetry, p.

% Fuawjr, p. 7.
1 Ibid p. S.